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Happy Thanksgiving! November is the month to
think about the things for which we are thankful. T feel so
fortunate to have children at the Academy and to find myself
working with such a dedicated and talented group of parents
and faculty.

Our annual International Dinner was a food lover’s
delight with over 800 guests dining on 170 different dishes
from 50 different countries. It is an event that showcases the
extraordinary diversity of our families, the incredible talent of
our young musicians and most importantly, the vibrancy of
our Academy community. Thank you to all of our volunteers
who cheerfully set up, served and stayed on to clean up and
special thanks to our Committee Chairs, Alyson Cohn,
Sookyung Hahn and Hala Saardi who did a fantastic job of
organizing the whole event.

Every month, the PPO Board works to find topics to
present at our meetings that are important and relevant to our
parents. This month’s meeting featured a discussion by our
Guidance team about the academic issues with which parents
and students should be concerned as a freshman, sophomore
or junior. Since that meeting, I have had several parents
express gratitude in having such information available in such
a timely and clear format. Thank you to our Guidance team
for taking the time to reach out to our parents community.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 13, 2009 and we
hope to be highlighting summer opportunities available to our
students.

The holiday season is upon us and if you are like me,
the frenetic pace of the season is dotted with anticipation and
anxiety over the things that need to be done. When you find
yourself i the midst of holiday performances, college
searches, the end of trimester scramble, college applications
and financial aid forms, just take a deep breath and remember
that every success and every disappointment your child
encounters during these formative years will make them wiser,
more resilient and better prepared for the game of life.

Best wishes for a happy and healthy holiday season!

‘With warm regards,

Mary Wang

Calendar Highlights

December 3rd
December 4th

December 6th
December 9th

December 11th

December 12th
December 16th

December 18th
December 23rd

December 24thd
January 2nd 2009

January 6th
January 10th
January 11th

January 13th

January 17th
January 19th

January 23rd

January 24th/25th
January 24th

January 24th
February 6th

Our next issue will be published on January 21st. Please submit
all December calendar entries and all articles to Ruth Walsh at
ireny110@yahoo.com by January 14th Thank you.

PEI Meeting -Auditorium 7:00 p.m.
AVPA Freshman Cabaret

Ensemble Prestige Concert - BCA
Auditorium

SAT | and Il Testing

Half Day

Fall Varsity Awards - Royal Manor, Gar-
field 6:30 p.m.

Barnes & Noble Book Sale

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.

BCA Winter Social
Gymnasium 7:00 p.m.

Holiday Choir Concert
Auditorium 7:30 p.m.

Snow Date for Holiday Choir Concert

Half Day
Alumni Breakfast

No School - Winter Recess

PAPA Meeting
2nd Floor Cafeteria 7:30 p.m.

Regional Auditions -Band, Chorus, Or-
chestra

Snow Date for Regional Auditions

PPO General Meeting
Auditorium 7:00 p.m.

All State Band Auditions

No Schoold Martin Luther
Birthday

BCA Card Party
Cafeteria

Admissions Exams
SAT | and Il Testing
All State Band Auditions

BCA Valentinebds Danc
Gymnasium

Check our monthly calendar
For more times and events!
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Principal’s Message y

As many of you know, this past Sunday was the second of three open
houses we do every year in order to introduce Bergen County residents to our
special school and all it has to offer. I was speaking with prospective students
and their parents about applying lessons learned in the classroom to the world
around us, and someone asked me for an example.

Perhaps the best recent example of real word learning here at BCA was the

mock debate which was held i conjunction with our school wide mock elec-

tion just a few weeks ago. Perhaps your child mentioned an assembly that took place recently where
two students represented the political positions of the presidential candidates and presented them de-
bate style i the presence of our entire school community. This assembly was not only a respite from
our daily routine, but also was a valuable learning experience for one and all.

In addition to the mock debate, the election was commemorated by an online voter registration
mitiative that was completed with the help of Ms. Karen Anderson and her technology students. Next,
students discussed the election and the 1ssues surrounding it in their history classes, a discussion which
carried over into some of the literature classes as well. Students were then able to vote via laptop com-
puters located outside each of the cafeterias. Lastly, voting statistics were gathered by Mr. Del.eonardis
and the students mn his statistics class so that we could learn about the range of 1deas and opinions rep-
resented on our campus.

The so called real world may not allow citizens under 18 to vote mn an election, but I would
venture a guess that the students at BCA were as motivated and informed about the recent election as
any pundit or news junkie out there.

And after Election Day inevitably comes turkey day, a day of giving thanks for all we have. On
behalf of the faculty and staff here at BCA, please allow me to express my heartfelt thanks to parents
for sharing your greatest of treasures with all of us. We are so lucky to be teaching your children - and
don’t think we don’t know it. Happy Thanksgiving to one and all!

Danny Jaye
Principal and Director
Bergen County Academies

Walk -a-thon @Bleshman School

= On Thursday October 23rd, a group of seven Academy students took part in the second an-
= hual Walk -A-Thon held at the Bleshman school in Paramus. This walk is a fundraiser to help
Eprovide health care for the surviving rescue and recovery workers who rushed to Ground Zero

= after the 9/11 attack. Also benefitting from this was the Make -A-Wish Foundation of NJ and
= CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) of NJ. George Martin, a former New York Giants
Estar who walked across the country last summer, and his wife served as Honorary Grand Mar-
s shals. Other high schools participating were: Bergen Catholic, Midland Park, and Dumont
= along with the Bleshman students. The coordinators for this event loved seeing our students
Einteract with peers their age and they truly appreciated the friendship and mentorship that

= was provided by Mr. Orlowski and the students of BCA.

Fran Orlowski
Physical Education Department
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‘ Speaking of Public Speaking\

Communication effectiveness and the creation of credible, swediearched ar-
guments are vital to success in every walk of lifiéhis school year an exciting
new initiative has been added to the curriculum as a required course for all
freshman studentsin the yearlong Freshman Leadership Seminar, students
practice analytic, organization and presentation skills in order to become better,
communicators and public speakers and learn research skills necessary to
velop supported and valid arguments.

Each class begins with warup exercises to improve enunciation and pro-
jection (so if you hear students in t
or running around talking about o0el ev
cus on various lessons in research and speech creation.

are now completing a unit introducing them to the basics of research, with a strong focus on effecfve

The sixteen sections, taught by Mr. Alschen, Mr. Kaplan, Ms. Lawler, Ms. Sytsma and Mr. WiIsI\,

electronic research. Students are gearing up to begin presenting their first Informative Speech, wi
topics ranging from Break Dancing to Origami and from Chess to the History of Broadivag.skills
acquired in this class are already being put to use across the curriculu@ssons on organization pat-

terns and narrowing of topic and purpose are being applied to papers written in American Literatuje

and the scientific journals students have discovered in their online research are integral to Biology
other Lab Reports.

and

We are very excited to have the opportunity to reach every incoming BCA student with this curricu-

lum and encourage you to ask a freshman about his or her experiences - and simultaneously wow
with the verbal mastery of an intricate tongue twister.

Stephen Kaplan
English Department

Math Team Boosters :

V00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00

you

The results have finally been released for the iTest which took place in September. Our top junior team of
five students took first place with a score of 97 out of 100! Congratulations to our BCA students!

The 2008 NAT Team Scramble took place the first weekend of November. This competition was a 100

problem, 30 minutefasjpaced team competition. Based on

gen County Academies will once again place first.

our

Our BCA Math Team is off to a fantastic start! Since the beginning of the school year, the three major
competitions completed thus far (iTest, Fall Start Up and NAT Team Scramble) all show our national

prominence! Mandelbrot Round 1 and the Duke Math Meet will round out November. In December, our

team will compete in the following contests: the 2008 Association of Math Teachers of New Jersey

(AMTNJ), 2008 Ciphering Time Trials and Mandelbrot Round 2.

Linda Moldow
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Class News Class News Class News Class News Class News

Class of 20096Greetings This should get to you in the
nick of time to once again invite you to Come to the Art
Auction T come check out the art, visit with other parents, and
enjoy refreshments. Friday, November 22", preview at 7:00
p.m. and the auction begins at 8:00 p.m. If you are coming
from the concert, please do join us. The Art Auction will still
be going strong. *** Thank youo all of you who supported
our Open House Bake Sale. We made over $900, which is
pretty fabulous for a bake sale. Your gorgeous, mini
cheesecakes, cupcakes, brownies, bagels, and more looked
scrumptious and sold well. Thank you also to those of you
who arrived bright and early to help us set up and those that
stayed o6till the end and
amazing Toni Wagner for chairing the bake sale. ***Be on the
alert for our email communications about our Senior Panel T
an informal panel of senior alumni parents who share their
experiences about senior year and offer advice for anyone
interested. ***Please remember that the time is nOwto be
building our Fashion Show Raffle Baskets. It feels like a long
way off, but nowis the time to be approaching your local
merchants and restaurants. We have letters we can send you
to use, if you like. If you have items to donate, contact us and
wedl | ar r a nG@heersfooarhappyi holitay ang
winter break!! Your Parent Liaisons:

Sharon Piersoiii Spcreates@aol.com

Carol Blakesleé Bbester8@optonline.net

Class of 2010:Thank you!! Thank to the families who
supported our Cheesecake and Cherrydale fundraisers. We
ask that you continue to support the class of 2010 fundraisers
so that our children will have an unforgettable senior year.
Thank you for volunteering and donating items for our bake
sale. Without your help we would not have been successful.
***Fleece T brrr!! The chill is in the air and it is definitely
time for a WarmBCA fleece jacket and scarf. If you have not
yet purchased yours please complete the order form (enclosed)
and return to our class advisor Mr. Gene Walsh in room 260.
Jackets (in stock) are guaranteed delivery in time for the
holidays. Any questions or concerns can be directed to us.
***\Winter Social i Our Student council will be having a
social/dance on Friday December 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Gymnasium. This is open to the entire school. Encourage your
child (children) to come and have some fun before the holiday
break while supporting the class of 2010. If you are available
to chaperone or donate refreshments & snacks please email
Angella at gatchair@verizon.net. ***BCA Cabaret/Trick
Tray i The new date for the BCA Cabaret is now April 22™
Hold the date! It was necessary to make the change as many of
our students will be participating in the choir competition in
Washington DC on April 24", We need many volunteers. If
you would like to help or donate for this event please contact
Alyson Cohen alyson425@aol.com. Look for more details in
the January newsletter. ***We would like to take this time to
wish you all a safe and happy holiday season. ***If you have
any suggestions or ideas we would love to hear from you,

Angella McKenzie gatchair@verizon.net or Sarah Lucinese
lucinese(@gmail.com . We look forward to hearing from you.

Class of 2011 : please join us for our 2" annual
fiShopping Partyd @rate & Barrel, November 24",
Monday evening, 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., Route 17 North in
Paramus. It costs $25 to attend, but you get $15 back in a gift
card when you arrive. Crate & Barrel is offering wine, cold
beverages, appetizers and desserts! They are offering BCA
free chances to win 2 beautiful gift baskets and they are giving
everyone a free gift with purchase. They sell items starting

at .95 cents. Think about your holiday shopping list and come

h esdciplieedvithuhs BCp. aotirkunity, pave a dribkps@nethini h al

to eat and just have fun shopping around the store!! Bring
your family & your friends and please support the class of
2011! *Wedre not charging
please contact us at bcaclassof201 1 (@gmail.com Then save the
date for more holiday shopping opportunities and come to
Barnes & Noble Bookstore, December 11", Thursday, 9:00
a.m. T 11:00 p.m. You can shop the Hackensack or Paramus
store. Just bring your voucher which is included in this
newsletter and give it to the cashier at checkout. Our class will
get a percentage of the sales for the entire day! We will also
have gift wrapping tables set up at both stores with donations
directly benefiting the cl
web this holiday season and come to either store to make your
purchases so our kids will benefit! Mark your calendars for
our Winter Card Party, January 23™ at BCA!! Please email
us with any questions. Thank you!! Monica & Rita

Class of 20121t s not too late to order Texas Citrus
for the holidays! Fill out your order form and put it in the
mail right away! The fruit is grown in the lower Rio Grande
Texas Valley, which is known for its tropical climate and
fertile soil. It is picked, packed, and shipped on the same day
and will arrive at BCA 4 days later. Truly orchard fresh!
Fruit will last for several weeks if kept in a cool place. We
are offering Ruby Red Grapefruit (sweet, pink, and no sugar
needed), Hamlin Oranges (juicy, sweet, thin-skinned, good
for eating and making fresh juice), and Navel Oranges
(usually seedless, slightly larger and a good eating orange).
Order one box for your own enjoyment and another box for
healthy, delicious gift for friendsThe order deadline is
Monday, December 1%. All orders must be pre-paid. See our
flier in this mailing for prices, order forms, and pick-up times.
***Thank you to everyone who contributed items for our bake
sale during Back to School Night. We had enthusiastic
student volunteers selling items and the bake sale was a
success! ***The next big e
Dance on February 6". We will sponsor the dance for the
entire school. Mark your calendars now to save some time to
help with this event I decorating, baking brownies,
chaperoning, and clean-up! ***Wishing you a joyous holiday
season, Christine Ogden christinemogden@yahoo.com

Sooji Park soojipark@hotmail.com,

nks
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Interested in Computers and Technology?

CompSciFamilies is an exciting new group for all lions, Zillions: Why (In)numeracy Matters "The
students and families interested in computers and  event will be held in the ¥ floor cafeteria; it will
technology. We encourage all ATCS families to start at 6:15 pm and end by 8:30 pm. This presenta-
join as well as students and families from all acad- tion will be of interest to all students in Computer

emies who want to expand their knowledge of Science as well as Science, Engineering, and Busi-
computers and technology. ness. CompSci Families has arranged the talk to
Events start a bit early in order to allow attendees to still

'make’ the 7:30pm National Honor Society induc-
On Thursday November 20, 2008, CompSci Fami-  tion that same night.

lies is pleased to host a talk by Dr. Brian Ker-
nighan, formerly of Bell Labs, director of Prince-
ton University's Computer Science Department,
and author of one of the most well known books visit our website for more info at
in programming, "The C Language." Dr. Ker- www.csfamilies.org

nighan will deliver a talk called: "Millions, Bil- 0100101001001111010010010100111000100000:

Questions? Send an email tosfami-
lies@gmail.comor

Class of 2012 TEXAS CITRUS SALE
Dondét forget to order your delicious

due on December 1st. Pick them up from school on Dec 16 -18.
Contact Christine Ogden at christinemogden@yahoo.com or Sooji Park at soojipark@hotmail.com

BCA SkillsUSA Attends Leadership Training Conference

BCA SkillsUSA's chapter officers attended the Skillski&#& Fall Leadership Conference held at tfpe
NJ Principal and Supervisors Association headquarters, Monroe Township on Octolder @idents par-
ticipated in workshops to gain leadership skills to improve their local chapters. A Somerset County Fiee-
holder attended and asked intriguing questions about leadership and public policy.

During the opening ceremonyState President and BCA Chapter Presidddressed the audi-
enceusing the nationaklection theme of this year's conference. Audience members were challenged| and
asked to return to their chapters to implement the leadership skills they attained at the confe@unce.
presidentconductedthe "Qualities of Leadership” workshop and the State Secretary from BCA 's chag}
ter conductedthe "Organizing for Involvement" workshop.

BCA SkillsUSA Advisor Mary Beth Brace was the keynote speaker at the "Organizing for Ijpvolve-
ment" workshop orhow to increasecommunity servicenvolvement in all NBkillsSUSA chaptersdDelegate
from the BCA chapter received first hand experience of the election process when they voted for thrige new
SkillsUSA Regional Presidents. In the next few months, these valuable leadership qualities will be ngcessa

to run the chapter as BCA SkillsUSA prepares for three community service events as well as the State Co
ference and Competition.

Mary Beth Brace and John Branlﬁa
Culinary Arts and Hotel Administratio
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BCA

ACapture the FIl agbo

‘,
Card Party

Friday, January 23, 2009
7:00 PM
The Academies Cafeteria

All parents, students, teachers, staff, family and friends are welcome!
Come join us for an evening of cards, delifious
sociable card gameround-r obi n st yl e. Youbl | l earn the dgame o]
Academies community.
Cost is $10 for adults, $5 for students and staff.

See the enclosed flyer. Reservations preferred; limited seating at the door.
Info also at www.academyppo.com

Raffle donations: Rita Wollner 201-652-8374or Ritadmom(@yverizon.net
Monica Rome 201-838-1332 or Romemonica@hotmail.com.
Sponsored by the BCA Class of 2011

CRATE AND BARREL SHOPPING PARTY
Monday, November 24, 2008
5:30 pm to 9:00 pm

\ The Class of 2011 wil/l host a fpn anc
* at Crate and Barrel (Route 17 North) in Paramus, NJ on Monday,
November 24™ |

Tell all your family and friends to shop with us! Tickets to this event are $25
and INCLUDE a $15 gift card that can be used for you to shop with during the
evening or to use either at a later date.
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Greetings! I hope everyone is enjoying a happy and healthy year to date! Please take a moment to review
the BCA medication policy listed below.

Medications
1. Over the counter (OTC) medication for minor illness is available from the school nurse only with
annual written parental permission. The permission form must be completed, including a parental sig-
nature, before medication can be dispensed. Students are not to carry and administer their own OTC medi-
cations.
2. Prescription medication: If a student needs to take prescription medication in school, please have the
student 6s doctor complete and sign the prescript
The medication and paper work must be brought to the Health Office in the original labeled pharmacy con-
tainer.
3. Emergency Medication: Some medications (Epi-Pen, Inhalers) students may carry in school. Please
contact the nurse if your child must carry any of the above stated medications. A doct or 6s presc
and signed instructions for this medication is necessary annually and will be maintained in the stu-
dent 6s medical record.

Please visit the BCA Health Office Website for further information, medication forms and
downloads: http://bcts.bergen.org/index.php?
option=com content&task=view&id=1115& Itemid=1930

Musical notes @ BCA

Holiday Choral Concert

The BCA Holiday Choral Concert will take place Tuesday, Dec.16, 7:30 p.m. in the BCA auditorium, fea-
turing the nationally rated, first-prize winning Concert and Chamber Choirs, as well as featured soloists.

The choirs will be performing works by Hassler, Schubert , and early Baroque composer
Calsali, as well as works by contemporary composers Philip Stopford, John Rutter, Ola
Gjeilo, and Arvo Pért and others

The concert is a mixture of the profound and humorous, heavy classics and light, joyous mu-
sic befitting the season. Tickets are $5.
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Friday, November 21st 2008
7:00 p.m. Preview, 8:00 p.m. Auction begins

The Senior Class
NEEDS YOU to Attend

Tickets $10 sold at the door.

If you are going to the Instrumental Concert,
Stop into the Art Auction First and Get a Ticket and then Join Us After

o
e Eradma o]

SENIORS: There ati# a few of you remaining wihaweenot heard from Aestof now, we have about 218 responsefs
You donWant to miss the last chance to enjoy your entire class' company, do you?

On Thursday, June 25, 2009, following your commencement cevéhtaaydy@bus to a surprise destination.
We have a great night plartiad, food, activities and makarg greamemoriefor the Class of 2009.

Please join in the fun, send in your $200 payment today!
Make check payable to: Student ActivityPBuRA09

Mail to: Jamie Bri2A) Box 344, East Rutherford, NJ 07073
Have questionsaamcerngCAPG2009@aol.am(i201) 723900
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Bergen County Academies PEI
Presents:

Financial Aid Night

Qualifying for Financial Aid / Scholarships
A College Aid Workshop

Topics

Importance of the FAFSA Form & what it means for families

The appeal process and qualifying for grants and scholarships

Steps to take when faced with a life changing event (divorce, job loss)
How a private university can cost less than a state university

Recent changes to financial aid by US Dept. of Education
The financial aid award letter
Ways to pay for college without going broke

Presenter
Robert D. Traitz, CFP, CCPS
Certified College Planning Specialist

Freshman ~ Sophomore ~ Junior ~ Senior
Parents are Welcome
BCA Auditorium
Wednesday, December 3  , 2008

Reception -6:30 p.m.
Presentation T 7:00 p.m. 1 8:30 p.m.
Any questions, please e 1mail Stephanie Landau at Stephanie@landware.Com

‘| A Time for Thanksé |‘

As Parents and Patrons of the Arts, we are so appreciative of...

€ the many talented and dedicated students and faculty who collaborated on the wonderful production of Stage Door

éthe endless stream of volunteers who contributed nhe
Your generosity was astounding.

... members of the BCA community who contributed to the future of all arts programs by generously patronizing our lobby fund-
raising efforts. The proceeds of those sales will allow us to support visual arts, music, and theatre programs for all BCA students.

Please Join Us Wheh
Our musicians take the stage at these entertaining events:

Friday, November 21 7:30 P.M. Autumn Instrumental Concert
Thursday, December 4  7:30 P.M. Ensemble Prestige Concert
Tuesday, December 16 ~ 7:30 P.M. Holiday Choir Concert

If you have not yet attended a BCA music concert, you will be amazed!

Al | BCA Parents and Student s
To our next PAPA meeting whené
é€éBCA alumni who participated in the arts while at BCA

Tuesday, January 6th, 2009
7:30 p.m. 2" Floor Cafeteria

For further information about PAPA, please contact Leila Moore @aborepsych70@aol.com or (201) 4885043.
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5 Bergen Tech Knights Athletics Booster Club

0

0 ltds been a busy autumn for our athle

g Congratulations to all our fall athletic teams:

g Boys & Girls Soccer, Cross Country, Cheerleading, Football, Girls Volleyball, and tennis

>| for all your hard-earned accomplishments and commitment. We 6 r e proud of you al I!

0

g A very BIG thank you to our outstandingfall committee chairs & their helpers:

g Second Annual Tailgate Party: Ira & Jackie Goldklang and all those who helped or donated food.

5 Football hut: Nancy Murray, Joan Pinnola & their committee of dedicated helpers

P

> BINGO: Bertha Snyer & helpers

°| Fall Ad Journal: Mary Lou Roselli & Donna Gormley

gTeamParents: Youbve all made such a difference for

g Alumni Wanted for the Knights Alumni Athletics Club: Interested alumni may contact Rose Ranuro at roranuro@aol.com

0

S| Important Dates:

0 Try outs for Winter Sports coming up soon - See Mrs. Careri or the athletics website for the necessary forms for Boys &

g Girls Bowling, Basketball, Indoor Track, Fencing, and Cheerleading.

E December 9th (Tuesday) - 6:30 p.m. -Fall Varsity Awards Night at the Royal Manor in Garfield. Invitations were mailed

home by the Athletics Office. Athletes and their families are encouraged to attend. RSVP is required.

0

0

g December 17th (Wednesday) i 7:15 p.m. - Meet the Winter Coaches Meeting followed by general business meeting

g January 22nd (Thursday) - 7:15 p.m. - Booster General Business Meeting

0 . . :

5| Questions? BTKnightsBoosters@gmail.com

0
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-------- HOLD THE DATE --------
Bergen County Academies presents
Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine's

Into the Woods

This heart -warming, provocative musical
features familiar fairy tale characters
in a tale with meaningful lessons for

parents and children of all ages.

Performances: February 26, 7:30 p.m.
February 27, 7:30 p.m.
February 28, 2:30 p.m.
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